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HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES IN THE OLD NORTHWEST 

The field under survey remains as previously defined; this is 
the record of a year's progress, not an unusual year but one 
characterized by encouraging evidences of steady progress. 

ORGANIZATION, LEGISLATION, AND EQUIPMENT 

The State historical society of Wisconsin continues to main- 
tain its leading position among historical agencies of this re- 
gion. The scope of the work undertaken by the society has been 
enlarged ; the new plan for handling the publication work with 
systematic classification of the various lines of activity seems 
to be working very satisfactorily. At the suggestion of Super- 
intendent Quaife an archives committee has been appointed to 
consider the need of additional space to house the growing col- 
lections of the society; the archives situation in other states is 
being investigated before any definite recommendations are at- 
tempted. A comprehensive printed report will probably result 
from the labors of the committee. In Bulletin of information, 
number 83, the Wisconsin historical society publishes a "List of 
active members of the State historical society of Wisconsin and 
of its local auxiliaries" (June, 1916). 

The centennial celebration of the state of Indiana last year 
was in every way a distinct success. The fund of $5,000 which 
was permitted to be used for historical publications out of the 
appropriation of $25,000 for the Indiana historical commission 
for centennial purposes resulted in the publication of a series of 
Indiana historical collections, consisting of five volumes of 
source material. 1 It is to be regretted if this good work cannot 
be continued on a permanent basis. The distribution of these 
volumes is a matter of some interest. Copies are offered to the 
public at practically the cost of printing, the proceeds going into 
the state treasury as a fund for the use of the historical commis- 
sion in producing other volumes. One copy is to be furnished 
at the expense of the commission to each public library, college, 

1 See section on publication of source material. 
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and normal school in the state. Two hundred copies are to be 
furnished to the Indiana state library and two hundred to the 
historical survey of Indiana university, for purposes of ex- 
change for similar publications. 

Three historical agencies in Illinois, the state historical li- 
brary, Illinois historical survey, and the Illinois centennial com- 
mission, are concentrating their energy on preparations for the 
celebration of the centennial anniversary of the state in 1918. 
The centennial commission is interested in the larger aspects of 
the celebration ; it is engaged in giving publicity to and arousing 
local interest in all the features of the anniversary. Besides 
the centennial history already contracted for there are plans for 
a general state-wide celebration and for local celebrations. 
Episodes in Illinois history will be staged by suitable pageantry. 
The officers of the general committee are Dr. Otto L. Schmidt, 
Chicago, chairman, and Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, Springfield, 
secretary. Important progress is reported on the five volume 
centennial history of Illinois. The unfortunate illness of Clar- 
ence W. Alvord, general editor and author of the first volume, 
has tended to handicap the entire project, but the work is being 
pushed with every indication of intention to get the work in 
press before winter. The preliminary volume by Solon J. Buck, 
surveying conditions in Illinois in 1818, has experienced numer- 
ous delays and has been distributed only recently. This has 
been printed as an official state publication and is distributed on 
the same plan as the volumes of the Illinois historical collections. 
The centennial history will be published in a limited edition on 
the same basis, after which it is probable that a contract will be 
made with a publisher for the issue of a larger edition from the 
original plates. The centennial memorial building commission 
has succeeded in raising the $100,000 fund required of it, which, 
added to the $125,000 appropriated by the general assembly, has 
enabled it to go ahead with the project for the erection of an 
imposing monument to the state 's progress in the last one hun- 
dred years. 

The Chicago historical society has employed an expert cata- 
loger who has cataloged its library in conformity with the li- 
brary of congress plan. The map catalog was brought up to 
date at the end of December, 1916 ; it now contains 2,587 entries. 
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The Michigan historical commission continues to show evi- 
dence of aggressive activity ; it has enlarged its staff by the ad- 
dition of Mr. Floyd B. Streeter as research assistant. With 
their arguments reenforced by a fire in the old state house last 
summer, officers of the commission continue their agitation for 
fireproof housing of the records collected by the commission. 
They are anxious for some safe centralized archival building 
which will render documents more easily and quickly accessible. 
The commission has prepared for consideration in the legisla- 
ture of 1917 a bill amending the act of 1913, which created the 
Michigan historical commission, so as to define a larger field of 
action for the commission in the publication of historical works 
and bulletins ; it would provide for the appropriation of $15,000 
annually for the work of the commission. At present the ap- 
propriation is $6,000 per annum. 

The headquarters of the Ohio archaeological and historical 
society continue to be at Columbus, Ohio. The most important 
recent development has been the erection of the Hayes memorial 
library at Fremont, on the grounds formerly belonging to Ex- 
president Hayes. This building was dedicated May 30, 1916; 
an extended account of the dedicatory ceremonies may be found 
in the Ohio archaeological and historical quarterly for October, 
1916. The Hayes papers and private library are now being 
cataloged. The annual report of the historical and philosophi- 
cal society of Ohio may be found in the October-December num- 
ber of its Quarterly publication. 

The Harvard commission on western history, while giving 
especial attention to the activities of New England upon the 
ocean and in the far west, is laying the foundation for the col- 
lection of material from all regions influenced by the New Eng- 
land pioneer. Alumni clubs are organizing committees on wes- 
tern history and individual graduates are preparing to work 
along the same lines independently or in cooperation with per- 
sons interested in the formation of local historical societies. 
The results of this activity are just becoming evident in the 
middle west. An article on the work of this commission may 
be found in the Harvard alumni bulletin, March 22, 1917. 

The cooperative enterprise is still in progress by which the 
state historical departments of "Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, 
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Illinois, Indiana, and Iowa have undertaken to locate and calen- 
dar papers which bearing upon the history of the old north- 
west, are on file in the governmental offices at "Washington. 
This has proved to be a more formidable task than was original- 
ly expected; it has for this reason, however, proved all the more 
worthy a venture. The practical problems arising in this com- 
bined undertaking were discussed at a conference of the super- 
intendents of these historical societies at Chicago, September 
23, 1916. 

ACQUISITION OF MATERIAL 

The Wisconsin state historical society has been very fortun- 
ate in its recent accessions of manuscript materials. The office 
of the adjutant-general of Wisconsin turned over a large mass 
of unclassified papers covering the activities of that office from 
1850-1890; they are especially extensive and important for the 
civil war period. To the Cyrus Woodman collection of 181 
bound volumes acquired over a year ago, there have been added 
twenty-one volumes of Woodman's letter-books, the gift of his 
son, Edward Woodman of Portland. The civil war papers of 
Harvey Reid, a university of Wisconsin student who left school 
to enlist in the union cause, have been deposited with the society. 
Negotiations were pending at the time of the 1916 "Historical 
activities" article for the acquisition of the collection of manu- 
script papers of the Empire lumber company of Eau Claire; 
since that time the documents have been presented to the so- 
ciety by 0. H. Ingram, the founder of this lumber concern. It 
may be possible to secure from the manuscript letters and the 
letter-press copies in these papers sufficient material for a his- 
tory of the lumbering industry of the Chippewa valley. The 
papers are being sorted and classified; the collection may num- 
ber many thousands. The society has continued the addition 
of photostatic copies of material relating to Wisconsin and to 
the surrounding territory from the Indian office and from the 
land office at Washington; it has also secured several hundred 
prints of documents from the George Washington papers for 
use in one of the forthcoming volumes of the Draper series. It 
is rumored that Senator La Follette has deposited in the state 
historical library all his papers down to the time when he went 
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to Washington as United States senator from Wisconsin; they 
are not immediately to be made accessible to the public. 

The officers of this same society have been formulating a more 
aggressive policy in the collection of contemporary newspapers. 
The library has added half a dozen new Wisconsin journals rep- 
resenting either special interests or new localities; it has also 
increased its non- Wisconsin newspaper list, so that it now in- 
cludes daily papers of interest and value to the historical worker 
in the old northwest from representative places throughout this 
section, such as Buffalo, Pittsburg, Detroit, Cincinnati, Chicago, 
St. Louis, and Louisville. The success of this policy is just now 
menaced by the effects of the unprecedented cost of print paper. 
The society has acquired almost 100 volumes of early newspa- 
per files; these include the following middle west journals : Ra- 
cine Argus, 1838; Oconomowoc Free Press, 1858-1860; Alma 
(Wis.) Buffalo County Journal, 1 volume, 1861-1864; Cincinna- 
ti West and South, 1867-1868; and the Chicago Advance, 1867- 
1872. 

The Illinois historical survey has made some notable acquisi- 
tions during the past year. From the archives nationales at 
Paris were secured transcripts of selected documents taken from 
the correspondance generate, colonies, series B and C ; these re- 
late to the French period of Illinois history. A valuable set of 
photostatic copies of letters taken from the Lyman Trumbull 
collection of manuscripts at the library of congress throws im- 
portant light on the political developments of the period from 
1855 to 1870. A collection of northern Illinois newspapers of 
the last forty years has been secured by purchase from J. A. 
Clinton, who has been a patient and industrious collector of 
such materials; the survey also acquired files of the Columbus 
(Ohio) Crisis, 1861-1865. All these materials have been added 
to the survey's collection at the university of Illinois. The 
Chicago historical society has made additions only to its museum 
collections ; the most notable accession is the 0. L. Schmidt col- 
lection illustrating household manners and customs among the 
pioneers. 

The historical and philosophical society of Ohio has added to 
its library several manuscript items including the manuscript 
records of the Colerain, Oxford, and Brookville turnpike com- 
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pany, 1832-1841, and seven volumes of records of a group of 
Ohio Baptist churches, 1790-1910. Mr. Joseph B. Foraker has 
presented to the society 150 scrapbooks filled with newspaper 
clippings of political import arranged by years, and numerous 
packages of similar clippings not yet placed in scrapbooks. 
The Buffalo historical society has acquired during the past 
year numerous miscellaneous manuscripts relating to the his- 
tory of western New York and the adjoining region. 

The Harvard commission on western history has added sever- 
al important items to the Cambridge collection within recent 
months. The Bearnan account books and papers, from Poult- 
ney, Vermont, 1820-1850, consist of several thousand documents ; 
they contain information on western settlement, especially con- 
cerning Vermontville, Michigan. 2 The manuscript letters of 
Ephraim Brown and family, of Bloomfield, Ohio, 1805-1853, 
were presented to the commission by George C. Wing, author of 
Early years on the Western Reserve (Cleveland, 1916). Two 
items which promise to add to an understanding of the old north- 
west are D. H. Budd's manuscript diary of an overland journey 
to California, 1852-1856, and the Breckenridge collection of Mis- 
souriana, 2,349 pamphlets, newspapers, and magazines. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The one significant general addition in this line is the Writ- 
ings on American history, 1914 (New Haven, 1916. 161 p.), com- 
piled by Grace G. Griffin. The lists of published historical 
works in the History teacher's magazine continues to do an im- 
portant service in furnishing general bibliographical informa- 
tion. 

The bibliography of printed materials relating to Michigan 
history in preparation by the Michigan historical commission is 
nearing completion. It has involved the cooperation of various 
local libraries at various points in the state of Michigan and the 
library of congress. A copious index is planned for this work 
to enable the user to find readily all material relating to a given 
subject ; the entries will show in what libraries the specific items 
may be consulted. The volume will probably include a general 
descriptive list of manuscript materials in the Burton branch 

2 See Michigan pioneer and historical society collections, 28 : 197. 



70 Arthur C. Cole M.V.H.E. 

of the Detroit public library, and a tentative calendar of early 
files of Michigan newspapers. The commission hopes to issue 
at a later date a descriptive list of early Michigan newspapers. 

In January, 1917, the Wisconsin state historical society began 
the publication of a monthly check list of Wisconsin public docu- 
ments. This is a unique undertaking for a state historical 
agency. The value to historians, librarians, and state officials, 
of such a series of bulletins makes it a welcome bibliographical 
addition. Several of the society's Bulletins of information 
should be noted in this same connection: number 82 lists "Peri- 
odicals and newspapers currently received at the Wisconsin his- 
torical library, June, 1916;" number 84 is entitled "Historical 
pageantry: a treatise and a bibliography, July, 1916;" number 
86, "Periodicals and newspapers currently received at the Wis- 
consin historical library, corrected to January 1, 1917" was is- 
sued in February, 1917; number 87, "The public documents di- 
vision of the Wisconsin historical library," by Anna W. Evans, 
has been distributed recently. The Wisconsin historical society 
is planning to bring out during the present year a check list of 
newspaper accessions to the state historical library for the five 
year period 1912-1916, inclusive. The purpose of this publica- 
tion will be to supplement the volume issued in 1911, entitled 
Annotated catalogue of newspaper files in the library of the state 
historical society of Wisconsin. 

The Illinois survey has had some of the more important man- 
uscripts in its possession, particularly the Eddy papers, calen- 
dared by Dr. C. H. Lincoln. 

The state historical library of Wisconsin, like the Michigan 
historical commission, undertakes to answer historical inquiries 
made of it ; this involves the maintenance of bureaus of histori- 
cal information which are numerously patronized both from 
within and without the respective states. 

PUBLICATION OF SOUBCE MATEBIAL 

The Indiana centennial celebration contributed three import- 
ant volumes of published sources as the beginning of a series of 
Indiana historical collections. One is a volume entitled Indiana 
as seen by early travelers, a collection of reprints from books of 
travel, letters, and diaries, prior to 1830, selected and edited by 
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Harlow Lindley (Indianapolis, 1916. 596 p.). 3 Two constitute 
a set on Constitution making in Indiana, a source book of con- 
stitutional documents with historical introduction and critical 
notes, by Charles Kettleborough (Indianapolis, 1916. 530 p., 
693 p.). 4 Two additional volumes have been planned to contain 
the messages of the governors of Indiana from territorial days 
to 1851. James A. Woodburn has edited Robert Carleton's 
(Bayard R. Hall) The new purchase or seven and a half years in 
the far west (Princeton, 1916. 522 p.); 5 it contains intimate 
pictures of pioneer life in Indiana, 

A volume illustrating Circuit rider days in Indiana has been 
edited by W. W. Sweet (Indianapolis, 1916. 344 p.). 6 My story 
of the civil war and underground railroad is the title of a vol- 
ume of reminiscences prepared by M. B. Butler, first lieutenant 
company A, Forty-fourth Indiana (Huntington, Indiana, 1916. 
390 p. ) . " The pioneers of Jefferson county, ' ' a series of remin- 
iscences by James B. Lewis, John Vawter, Robert and Alexander 
Miller, C. G. Sapington, and John R. Cravens, appears in the 
Indiana magazine of history for September, 1916. The Remin- 
iscences of Thomas T. Newby is the title of a fifty page pamphlet 
full of pioneer flavor. A similar nine page pamphlet entitled 
Pioneer recollections of early Indiana has been issued by J. W. 
Sansberry. A letter from General Harrison, written in 1802 
when he was governor of Indiana, may be found in the June, 
1916, issue of the Mississippi Valley Historical Review. 

The publication activities of the Wisconsin historical society 
have gone forward under the new plan for the society's publica- 
tions. Volume 22 of the Collections, containing the journals of 
Sergeant Ordway and Captain Lewis on the Lewis and Clark ex- 
pedition, was distributed last summer. 7 Volume 23 of the Col- 
lections (Draper series, volume 4), containing selections from 
the Draper manuscripts pertaining to Frontier advance on the 
upper Ohio, appeared in January, 1917. 8 A similar volume en- 
titled Frontier retreat on the upper Ohio, 1779-1781, volume 24 

» To be reviewed later. 

* To be reviewed later. 

B Eeviewed in this number. 

• Eeviewed ante, 3 : 250-251. 
i To be reviewed later. 

8 To be reviewed later. 
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of the Collections (Draper series, volume 5), has passed the edi- 
torial stage and has been in the hands of the printer for several 
months ; it is not expected, however, to come from the press for 
another month. Attention should be called to the "Extracts 
from Capt. McKay's journal — and others" in the Proceedings 
of the society for 1915. Work on the preparation of a docu- 
mentary history of the constitution of Wisconsin continues with- 
out very definite plans for its publication ; it may run to four or 
five volumes. Plans are being made for a volume of papers 
dealing with pioneer farming in Wisconsin ; the Bottomley fam- 
ily papers acquired by the society a few years ago will constitute 
the nucleus for this volume. The rare old pamphlet by Ole Nat- 
testadt, published in Norway in 1839, describing for the benefit 
of his fellow countrymen his journey to the United States and 
his impressions of the new country, will be reprinted both in the 
original Norwegian and in translation ; the work of translating 
and editing has been done by Rasmus B. Anderson of Madison. 
A number of letters from the correspondence of Senator James 
R. Doolittle, including five from Carl Schurz, were published in 
the Missouri historical review for October, 1916. A diary writ- 
ten by a young woman in early Wisconsin may be found in the 
Collections of the New Hampshire historical society, volume 
eleven. 

The most significant development in this field for the state of 
Michigan is the undertaking of C. M. Burton of Detroit to pub- 
lish certain selected manuscripts from the Burton historical col- 
lection. The first number, edited by M. Agnes Burton, appeared 
in October, 1916; it constitutes a thirty-two page pamphlet of 
very suggestive source material. The second number of forty- 
eight pages has also been distributed. Two more pamphlets are 
to make up the first set. 

The Illinois state historical library is putting its energy into 
the coming centennial celebration; no effort therefore is being 
made at present to continue the Illinois historical collections. 
Some scattered items of source material have appeared, how- 
ever. The Journal of the Illinois state historical society has 
printed a suggestive letter written by Andrew Shuman, editor 
of the Chicago Journal, to Senator J. R. Doolittle, August 13, 
1862 ; also a series of letters received by P. P. Enos in the period 
from 1821 to 1832 and letters written by General Grant and his 
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son to I. N. Morris, The papers of Barnard and Michael Gratz, 
Philadelphia merchants who had important commercial rela- 
tions with the Illinois country in the revolutionary period, have 
been edited by William V. Byars (Jefferson City, Mo., 1916. 
386 p.). M. M. Quaife has edited a volume on the Development 
of Chicago, 1673-1914 for the Caxton club of that city (Chicago, 
1916. 290 p.). He has also been the advisory editor in the work 
of getting out a reprint of Black Hawk's Autobiography, under- 
taken by the Lakeside press of Chicago in its series of Lakeside 
classics. A volume of Personal recollections of Abraham Lin- 
coln has been prepared by H. B. Rankin (New York, 1916. 412 
p.). 

A volume of modest size contains the Story of my life and 
work, by Gr. Frederick Wright, since 1897 president of the Ohio 
state archaeological and historical society. Grorham A. Worth's 
"Recollections of Cincinnati from a residence of five years, 1817 
to 1821" has been reprinted in the Quarterly publication of the 
historical and philosophical society of Ohio, April-July, 1916. 
Tract number 96 of the Western Reserve historical society 
prints nineteen documents relating to the beginnings of coloni- 
zation in the Western Reserve by the Connecticut land com- 
pany; a twenty-five page study of the documents by Claude 
L. Shepard accompanied the documents. The "Memoirs of 
Laforge," translated by L. J. Kenny, may be found in the 
Ohio archaeological and historical quarterly, January, 1917; 
the documents contain material relating to the French set- 
tlement of Gallipolis, Ohio. Light is thrown on the same 
topic by a group of documents in the July, 1916, number of 
the Catholic historical review entitled, "A vanished bishopric 
of Ohio." Papers relating to the transplantation of free ne- 
groes to Ohio, 1815-1858, may be found in the Journal of negro 
history for July, 1916. 

A few significant items of source material bearing generally 
on the old northwest region have been published recently. The 
volume of Travels in the American colonies, edited by N. D. 
Mereness (New York, 1916. 693 p.) includes D'Artaguiette's 
journal (1722-1723) of a tour up the Mississippi to the Illinois 
country, and Hamburgh's fragment (1763) concerning Detroit 
and the lakes. A volume of Original narratives of the north- 
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west has been edited by Louise Phelps Kellogg (New York, 1917. 
382 p.) 9 for the well-known series of Original narratives of early 
American history, authorized by the American historical asso- 
ciation and prepared under the general editorial direction of J. 
Franklin Jameson of the Carnegie institution at Washington. 

MEETINGS AND PUBLISHED TRANSACTIONS 

The Annual report of the American historical association for 
1914 (Washington, 1916) 10 records the features of the thirtieth 
annual meeting held at Chicago. This meeting was, naturally, 
especially attractive to historical workers in the upper Missis- 
sippi valley. The influence of the frontier in the old northwest 
received attention in Frederick J. Turner's paper on the "Sig- 
nificance of sectionalism in American history," which is record- 
ed in the Report only by title. Max Farrand, in a paper entitled 
"One hundred years ago," called attention to the westward 
movement and to the development in the middle west of a con- 
scious nationality and national type ; the paper is preserved only 
in abstract. The joint session held with the Mississippi valley 
historical association was chiefly devoted to a discussion of the 
origin of the Kansas-Nebraska act. F. H. Hodder, in a paper 
entitled "When the railroads came to Chicago," called at- 
tention to the influence of railroad building on Douglas' politi- 
cal policies. P. Orman Eay replied with a paper on "The gen- 
esis of the Kansas-Nebraska act," stressing the responsibility 
of Senator Atchison of Missouri ; his paper is printed in full. A 
suggestive paper by William J. Trimble on "Agrarian history 
of the United States as a subject for research" is recorded in 
abstract. The paper by Otto L. Schmidt on ' ' The Chicago his- 
torical society" reviews the history of the society, outlines its 
recent activities, and discusses its plans for future work. "Leg- 
islation for archives," by Charles H. Rammelkamp, gives special 
consideration to the experiences of states of the middle west. 

At the 1916 session of the association at Cincinnati two papers 
were read which pertained to the history of the old northwest : 
James A. James presented a paper on "Spanish influence in the 
west during the American revolution," and Ernest A. Smith 

9 To be reviewed later. 
io To be reviewed later. 
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analyzed the "Influence of the religious press of Cincinnati on 
the northern border states." In the conference of archivists, a 
paper was read by Theodore C. Pease entitled ' ' The problem of 
archive centralization with reference to local conditions in a 
middle western state," taking as its basis the situation in the 
state of Illinois. At one of the sessions of the American politi- 
cal science association which met in Cincinnati on the same date, 
N. H. Debel submitted a paper on "The operation of the veto 
power in Illinois. ' ' 

Volume ix of the Proceedings of the Mississippi valley histor- 
ical association for 1915-1916 has recently been distributed. It 
contains two papers relating to the history of the upper Mis- 
sissippi valley, namely: "Religion as a factor in the early de- 
velopment of Ohio," by Margaret J. Mitchell; and "The veto 
power in Ohio," by R. C. McGrane. The presidential address, 
"The Mississippi valley in American history," by Dunbar Row- 
land, should also be noticed, as well as one entitled "The func- 
tions of a state historical society," by S. J. Buck, in which the 
author had in mind the institutions in states of the old north- 
west. The 1917 meeting of this association was held at Chicago, 
April 26-28. Papers on the history of the middle west were 
read as follows: "The value of the memoir of George Rogers 
Clark as an historical document," by James A. James; "The 
coining of the circuit rider across the mountains," by W. W. 
Sweet; "Glimpses of some old Mississippi river posts," by Louis 
Pelzer; "The military-Indian frontier," by Ruth Gallaher; 
"Fur trading companies in the northwest 1763-1816," by "W. E. 
Stevens; "The pioneer aristocracy," by Logan Esarey; "Nau- 
voo, a possible study in economic determinism, ' ' by Theodore C. 
Pease; "The influence of the west on the rise and decline of po- 
litical parties," by Homer C. Hockett; and "President Lincoln 
and the Illinois radical republicans," by Arthur C. Cole. 

The Ohio valley historical association held its tenth annual 
meeting at Indianapolis, October 4 and 5, 1916, upon the joint 
invitation of the Indiana historical commission and the Indiana 
historical society. The meeting was featured as one of the 
events in the program of the Indiana state centennial celebra- 
tion. A full report of all papers is given in the proceedings, 
which have been published in the first number of volume vi of 
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the Indiana historical society publications. The following should 
be noted here: "Speculations in the thirties," by E. C. Mc- 
Grane; "The new purchase," by James A. Woodburn; "A lost 
opportunity: internal improvement," by Worthington C. Ford; 
"Kentucky's contribution to Indiana," by James B. Eobertson; 
"Organizing a state," by Logan Esarey ; "Early railroad build- 
ing in Indiana," by Balph Blank; "Civil war politics in In- 
diana," by Charles Kettleborough ; and "A hoosier domesday," 
by F. L. Paxson. 

The formal celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of 
Indiana's admission into the union took place at Indianapolis 
December 11, 1916 ; a record of the meeting is preserved in Bul- 
letin no. 8 of the Indiana historical commission, December, 1916. 
The centennial address was delivered by James A. Woodburn 
on the theme, "The foundation of the commonwealth;" and a 
centennial ode was read by William D. Foulke. 

Volume 40 of the Michigan historical collections has not as yet 
put in its appearance ; it will contain the papers read at the two 
meetings of the Michigan pioneer and historical society held in 
1915. During the year 1916 the society held three meetings in 
cooperation with the Michigan historical commission. At the 
eleventh mid-winter meeting in February the following papers 
were read: "History of Little Traverse township, Emmet 
county," by H. S. Babcock; "Evolution of Emmet county," by 
B. T. Halstead; "Catholic missions in Emmet county," by 
T. Linehan ; ' ' Presbyterian missions in Emmet county, ' ' by John 
Eedpath; "The Indians of northern Michigan and their le- 
gends," by J. C. Wright; "The first bank of Michigan," by W. 
L. Jenks; "Eevolutionary soldiers and their daughters in Mich- 
igan," by Mrs. William H. Wait; "The Adventist movement in 
Battle Creek," by F. W. Gage. The forty-second annual meet- 
ing was held at Lansing, May 24 and 25, 1916, and the following 
papers were read: "A tribute to William Fletcher, first chief 
justice of the Michigan supreme court," by E. H. Person; "A 
tribute to the late Judge Isaac Marston," by W. L. Clements; 
"National aid to education in Michigan," by J. L. Snyder; 
"Historical phases of railroad problems in Michigan," by D. 
Friday; "Pioneers of southern Michigan in 1846," by Sue L. 
Silliman; "The field for the historian of the upper peninsula," 
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by F. X. Barth ; ' < The spirit of the times, ' ' by W. N. Ferris. A 
special meeting at the invitation of the Delta county historical 
society was held at Eseanaba, October 18 and 19, 1916 ; papers 
were read as follows : "The forests of the upper peninsula and 
their place in history," by A. L. Sawyer; "The history of Esea- 
naba 's ore docks," by F. H. Van Cleve; "The Keweenaw water- 
way and the copper industry," by Lew A. Chase; "Romance 
and adventure in Ontonagan history," by H. M. Powers ; "Forts 
and old buildings of Mackinac Island," by M. A. Breuckman; 
"The early history of Delta county," by J. P. McCole; "Father 
Marquette at Michilimackinac, " by 0. Wood; "Early highways 
and mail routes in the upper peninsula," by G. T. Werline; "In- 
dian geographical names in the upper peninsula and their inter- 
pretation," by William Gagneur. 

The Proceedings of the Wisconsin historical society at its 
sixty-third annual meeting, October, 1915 (Madison, 1916. 231 
p.) includes the following papers : "The settlement of the town 
of Lebanan, Dodge county," by W. F. Whyte; "Chicago's first- 
great lawsuit," by C. E. Preussing; "A forgotten community: 
a record of Rock Island, the threshold of Wisconsin," by H. R. 
Holand; "British policy on the Canadian frontier, 1782-1792; 
mediation and an Indian barrier state," by Orpha E. Leavitt; 
and a paper entitled "Remains of a French post near Trem- 
pealeau," the results of the combined efforts of E. D. Pierce, Gr. 
H. Squire, and Louise P. Kellogg. 

Two volumes of the Transactions of the Illinois state histori- 
cal society have appeared since last year's article on historical 
activities. The Transactions for 1914 (Springfield, 1915. 214 
p.) prints the papers read at the annual meeting in May, 1914, 
including the following: "The early courts of Chicago and 
Cook county," by 0. N. Carter; "The life and services of Shelby 
M. Cullom," by H. A. Converse; "The Methodist Episcopal 
church and reconstruction," by W. W. Sweet; "The destruction 
of Kaskaskia by the Mississippi river," by J. H. Burnham; 
"Black Hawk's home country," by J. H. Hauberg; "The Wil- 
liamson county vendetta," by G. W. Young; "The Yates phalanx 
— the thirty-ninth Illinois volunteers," by W. H. Jenkins; 
"Northern Illinois in the great whig convention of 1840," by 
Edith P. Kelley; "Southern Illinois and neighboring states in 
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the great whig convention of 1840," by Martha M. Davidson; 
"The young men's convention and old soldiers' meeting at 
Springfield, Illinois, June 3-4, 1840," by Isabel Jamison. The 
Transactions for 1915 (Springfield, 1916. 211 p.) contains the 
following papers read at the meeting in May, 1915: "Life of 
Adlai E. Stevenson," by J. W. Cook; "A group of stories of 
American Indians," by Lotte E. Jones; "Reminiscences of old 
Yellow Banks," by J. W. Gordon; "Duden and his critics," by 
Jessie J. Kile; "Jesse W. Pell," by Frances Morehouse; "The 
story of the banker-farmer movement originating with the Illi- 
nois bankers' association," by B. F. Harris; "Indian treaties af- 
fecting lands in the present state of Illinois," by F. R. Grover. 
The volume also contains an address on "General James Shields 
of Illinois," by F. O'Shaughnessy and a series of papers on the 
history of Quincy prepared by the Quincy chapter of Daughters 
of the American Revolution. 

At the May, 1916, meeting of the Illinois state historical socie- 
ty the following papers were read: "The first two counties of 
Illinois and their people," by Fred J. Kern; "The veto power of 
the governor of Illinois," by N. H. Debel; "The Indian history 
of Illinois," by Ralph Linton; "Oddities in early Illinois laws,'* 
by J. J. Thompson; "Jacques Thimote de Monbreun," by W. A. 
Provine; "Early Presbyterianism in east central Illinois," by 
Ira W. Allen; "Random recollections of sixty years in Chica- 
go," by W. J. Onahan; "The work of the Illinois park commis- 
sion and the preservation of historical sites," by J. A. James; 
"Slavery and involuntary servitude in Illinois," by 0. W. Al- 
drich; and "Old settlers' tales," by Mabel E. Fletcher. A 
special meeting of the Illinois state historical society was held 
at Springfield, December 7, 1916, to celebrate the ninety-eighth 
anniversary of the admission of Illinois into the union. At the 
same time there was a conference of representatives of local 
historical societies in Illinois. 

PERIODICAL LITERATURE 

The Indiana magazine of history continues to maintain its 
high rank among local historical periodicals. Some of the most 
important articles published since June, 1916, are: "The so- 
cialist party in Indiana," by Ora E. Cox; "Who was our Sieur 
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de Vineennes?" by J. P. Dunn; "Some features in the history 
of Parke county," by Maurice Murphy; "Tecumseh's confeder- 
acy," by Elmore Barce; "Terre Haute in 1850," by John J. 
Schleicher; " Indiana in 1816," by Merrill Moores; "Develop- 
ment of the city school system of Indiana, 1851-1880," by Harold 
Littell; "Social effects of the Monon railway in Indiana," by 
John Poucher; "Catholic education in Indiana, past and pres- 
ent," by Elizabeth Denehie; "Universalism in Indiana," by 
Elmo A. Robinson; "Old Cory don," by Charles Moores; "Rem- 
iniscences of the civil war; escape from Fort Tyler prison," by 
H. B. Little; "The wilderness road," by Frances Higgins; and 
"Memories of the National road," by Harriet M. Foster. A 
series of historical sketches of Indiana university by James A. 
Woodburn has been appearing in the Indiana alumni quarterly. 
The Magazine of history, extra number 44, contains an "Ad- 
dress on old Vineennes," by John Law. The Home and school 
visitor has in the October, 1916, number an article on "Indiana," 
by W. S. Gable; one on "One hundred years of Indiana," by G. 
S. Cottman; and one entitled "Down to New Orleans," by Logan 
Esarey. In the September-December number of the German 
American annals may be found an account by Preston A. Barba 
of the General Swiss colonization society, a society organized in 
Cincinnati in January, 1857, which shortly afterwards founded 
Tell City, Indiana. 

The Journal of the Illinois state historical society has been 
carried down to July, 1916, with some possibility that an addi- 
tional number will appear before this issue of the Mississippi 
Valley Historical Review is distributed. The last four num- 
bers include the following articles: "Indian treaties affecting 
lands in Illinois," by Frank R. Grover; "Forgotten statesmen 
of Illinois: Robert Smith," by W. T. Norton; "Military history 
of Kane county," by John S. Wilcox; "Oddities in early Illinois 
laws," by J. J. Thompson; "The pacification of the Indians of 
Illinois after the war of 1812," by Lizzie M. Brown; "Lincoln at 
Galesburg," by J. F. Evans; "Personal reminiscences of Mr. 
Lincoln," by J. W. Vinson; "Abraham Lincoln," by Edward 
F. Dunne; "A modern knight errant: Edward D. Baker," by 
J. H. Matheny; "Slavery or involuntary servitude in Illinois 
prior to and after its admission as a state," by 0. "W. Aldrich; 
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"Early Presbyterianism in east central Illinois," by Ira W. Al- 
len; "The two Michael Joneses," by Frances H. Relf; "Old 
trails of Hancock county," by Herbert S. Salisbury; and 
"James M. Davidson, 1828-1894," by E. A. Snively. The 
Jahrbuch der Deutsch-Amerikanischen historischen Gesellschaft 
von Illinois for 1915 u contains two Illinois articles: "The 
premises and significance of Abraham Lincoln's letter to Theo- 
dor Canisius," by F. J. Herriott; and "Recollections of a forty- 
eighter," by Frederich Behlendorff, relating the author's ex- 
periences as an Illinois soldier in the civil war. The Magazine 
of history has been giving special consideration to Lincoln arti- 
cles; one by E. B. Washburne on "Abraham Lincoln" may be 
found in extra number 43, and in extra number 45 there are two 
contributions: "Abraham Lincoln, his 'illusion' of 1860," by 
E. E. Holt; and "Life and character of Abraham Lincoln," by 
Richard Edwards. 

The contents of the Ohio archaeological and historical quar- 
terly for the past year include an account of ' ' the dedication of 
the Hayes memorial at Spiegel Grove, Fremont, Ohio ;" "Rarey, 
the horse's master and friend," by Sara L. Brown; "The ex- 
ploration of Tremper mound," by W. C. Mills; "Joseph Badger, 
the first missionary to the Western Reserve," by B. E. Long; 
"Memoir of Antoine Laforge," by L. J. Kenny; "The ballad of 
'James Bird'," by C. B. Galbreath; "The Coonskin library," by 
Sarah J. Cutler; " Flatboating on the Ohio river," by I. F. 
King; "Silver mines of Ohio Indians," by R. S. King; and 
"Birthplaces of three Ohio presidents," by F. J. Koch. 

In the April-June, 1916, number of the Journal of American 
history may be found an article by E. 0. Randall entitled "The 
mound builders of Ohio." The Ohio history teachers' journal 
which is published as a bulletin of Ohio state university presents 
in its November, 1916, issue an article by Clarence E. Carter on 
"Some Ohio historians." 

Two articles may be noted in the Wisconsin archaeologist: 
"Grant county Indian remains," by C. E. Brown and A. O. 
Barton, and ' ' Indian remains in Waushara county, ' ' by George 
R. Fox and E. C. Sagatz. An article by Carl R. Fish entitled 

11 To be reviewed later. 
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"Raising of the Wisconsin volunteers in 1861," appears in the 
Military historian and economist for July, 1916. 

The Iowa journal of history and politics has two articles that 
in part overlap the field of this report. "Agents among the 
Sacs and Foxes," by Euth A. Gallaher, may be found in the 
July, 1916, issue as the third of a series of four articles on ' ' The 
Indian agent in the United States before 1850;" J. S. Heffner's 
paper on the "Congregational church of Iowa City" in the Jan- 
uary, 1917, number contains a brief sketch of the movement of 
Congregationalism westward from New England. 

The general historical periodicals have about the usual num- 
ber of articles bearing on phases of the history of the old north- 
west. The July, 1916, issue of the American historical review 
prints an article on "Western ship-building," by A. B. Hulbert ; 
the January, 1917, issue contains C. R. Fish's "Social relief in 
the northwest during the civil war." The following contribu- 
tions have appeared in the 1916-1917 volume of the Mississippi 
Valley Historical Review: "Virginia and the west," by C. 
W. Alvord; "The organization of the British fur trade," by W. 
E. Stevens; "The story of James Corbin," by M. M. Quaife; 
and "Effects of secession upon the commerce of the Mississippi 
valley," by E. M. Coulter. The American political science re- 
view for November, 1916, includes a paper by A. C. Millspaugh 
on "The operation of the direct primary in Michigan." The 
Catholic historical review for April, 1917, contains an article by 
0. B. Corrigan entitled "The provinces of Philadelphia, Mil- 
waukee, and Santa Fe." The Magazine of history for July, 
1916, contains a brief paper by Mrs. Louise S. Houghton con- 
cerning "The French-Indians and the United States." 

MONOGRAPHS AND GENERAL TREATISES 

Several general works may be mentioned in this connection 
as having a direct bearing on the Mississippi valley: English 
and American tool builders, by Joseph W. Roe (New Haven, 
1916. 315 p.) ; 12 History of manufactures in the United States, 
by V. S. Clark (Washington, 1916. 675 p.) ; The centennial his- 
tory of the American bible society, by H. 0. Dwight (2 vols. 
New York, 1916. 605 p.) ; History of domestic and foreign com- 

12 Eeviewed ante, 3 : 405. 
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merce of the United States, by Johnson, Van Metre, Huebner, 
and Hanchett (Washington, 1915) ; The National road, by Rob- 
ert Bruce (Washington, 1916. 96 p.) ; The story of corn and the 
westward migration, by E. C. Brooks (Chicago, 1916. 308 
p.); ls and The birth of Mormonism, by J. Q. Adams (Boston, 
1916. 106 p.). 14 The commerce of Louisiana during the French 
regime, 1699-1763 (New York, 1916. 476 p.), by N. M. M. Sur- 
rey, is a recent addition to the Studies in history, economics, 
and public law series of Columbia university (volume lxxi, no. 
1, whole no. 167) ; 15 it has chapters on the trade of the Illinois 
country, on New France in the fur trade of the Mississippi val- 
ley, and on kindred topics. A study of A century and a half of 
fur trade at St. Louis, by I. Lippincott, has been published in the 
Washington university studies for April, 1916. Miss Catha- 
rine C. Cleveland's study entitled The great revival in the west, 
1797-1805 (Chicago, 1916. 215 p.) 18 has been published during 
the past year. Probably the most important contribution of the 
past year is the two volume study by C. W. Alvord entitled 
The Mississippi valley in British politics: a study of the trade, 
land speculation, and experiments in imperialism culminating in 
the American revolution (2 vols. Cleveland, 1916. 358; 396 p.)." 
A study, for the most part from unused documentary sources, of 
the history of the lower lakes and upper Ohio valley under 
French control will appear shortly as volumes 20 and 21 of the 
Publications of the Buffalo historical society; it is the work of 
Frank H. Severance, the secretary-treasurer of that society. A 
few new titles of general studies which cover this section have 
been announced by candidates for the doctor's degree: The 
history of tobacco growing in the Ohio valley, by M. K. Cam- 
eron (Harvard) ; The Presbyterian church and slavery, by I. S. 
Kull (Chicago) ; Economic aspects of the campaign of 1860, by 
Q. R. Bedenkapp (Columbia); Recruiting during the civil war, 
by 0. E. Hooley (Wisconsin) ; and The early history of the edu- 
cation of women in the northwest, by A. E. Stanley (Chicago). 
Three new numbers of the University of Illinois studies in the 

13 To be reviewed later. 
1 * Reviewed in this number. 
" To be reviewed later. 
i« Reviewed ante, 3 : 550-551. 
" Reviewed in this number. 
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social sciences have been brought out in the past year. They 
are: The life of Jesse Fell (volume v, no. 2, 1916. 129 p.), 18 by 
Frances M. I. Morehouse ; Land tenure in the United States with 
special reference to Illinois (volume v, no. 3, 1916. 135 p.), 19 
by Charles L. Stewart ; and Mine taxation in the United States 
(volume v, no. 4, 1916. 275 p.), 20 by L. E. Young. The veto 
power of the governor of Illinois, by N. H. Debel, will be dis- 
tributed shortly as numbers 1 and 2 of volume vi. A History 
of the university of Chicago, by Thomas "W. Wakefield, has been 
issued by the university of Chicago press (Chicago, 1916). The 
making of Illinois: a history of the state from the earliest rec- 
ords to the present time (Chicago, 1916. 254 p.) is a work writ- 
ten by I. F. Mather. More Lincoln material has appeared: 
Abraham Lincoln, by Lord Charnwood (New York, 1916. 479 
p.), a good biography; Abraham Lincoln, by Daniel E. Wheeler, 
in the Macmillan series of True stories of great Americans (New 
York, 1916) ; Abraham Lincoln, the lawyer-statesman, by J. T. 
Richards (New York, 1916. 260 p.); 21 Abraham Lincoln and 
constitutional government, by B. A. Ulrich (Chicago, 1916. 
406 p.); 22 Abraham Lincoln, by C. P. Bissett (Los Angeles, 
1916. 56 p.) ; 23 and The convention that nominated Lincoln, by 
P. 0. Ray (Chicago, 1916. 38 p.). A brief biography of La 
Salle has been prepared by Louis S. Hasbrouck (New York, 
1916. 212 p.). The history of the Illinois and Michigan canal, 
by J. N. Putnam, is now in press, to be published under the au- 
spices of the Chicago historical society. 

The Ohio-Michigan boundary is the title of a work compiled 
by C. E. Sherman and issued as the first volume of an Ohio offi- 
cial publication (Ohio cooperative topographic survey, Final 
report, volume i. 115 p.) ; 24 besides the reports of the commis- 
sioners and of the engineer engaged in a topographic survey of 
the boundary zone it contains two scholarly papers on the his- 
torical aspects of the boundary dispute, namely: "Basis of the 

is Beviewed ante, 3 : 554-556. 
19 To be reviewed later. 
2 « To be reviewed later. 
2i Reviewed ante, 3 : 537-538. 
2 * To be reviewed later. 
23 To be reviewed later. 
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Ohio-Michigan boundary dispute," by A. M. Schleisinger and 
' ' The controversy over the Ohio-Michigan boundary, ' ' by Anna 
M. Soule. Three other Ohio items are: The life of William 
McKinley, by Charles Olcott (Boston, 1916. 2 vols. 400; 418 
p.) ; 25 and The fifteenth Ohio volunteers and its campaigns, by 
Alexis Cope (Columbus, 1916. 706 p.) ; 26 and Early years on the 
western reserve, by George C. Wing (Cleveland, 1916). 

The recent centennial celebration in Indiana has stimulated a 
good deal of writing along various lines of state history. Many 
of the publications take the county as a working unit; these 
include : Centennial history of Washington county, Indiana, its 
people, industries, and institutions, by W. W. Stevens (Indian- 
apolis, 1916. 1060 p.) ; Perry county, a history, by T. J. de la 
Hunt (Indianapolis, 1916. 359 p,); 2T The first century of the 
public schools of Tippecanoe county, by Brainard Hooker (La- 
fayette, 1916) ; History of Hancock county, Indiana, by Gr. J. 
Richman (Greenfield, Indiana, 1916). A large number of state 
histories of varying pretensions have appeared : a Centennial 
history of Indiana for schools and teachers' institutes, by H. M. 
Skinner (Chicago, 1916. 101 p.) ; a similar work entitled His- 
tory of Indiana, by J. A. "Woodburn and T. F. Moran (New 
York, 1916. 63 p.) ; a History of Indiana, by O. H. Williams 
(New York, 1916. 72 p.) ; and The history of Indiana for boys 
and girls, by C. W. Moore (Boston, 1916. 72 p.). Julia H. Lev- 
ering has issued a second edition of her Historic Indiana revised 
and enlarged and designated a "centennial edition" (New York, 
1916. 565 p.). The play -party in Indiana is the title of a volume 
by Miss Leah J. Wolford issued under the auspices of the In- 
diana historical commission ; as a study of folk customs of early 
Indiana it is a distinct contribution to the history of the social 
life of the state. Harlow Lindley has prepared a biographical 
bulletin for the Indiana state library entitled The governors of 
Indiana. Frances D. Streightoff and Frank H. Streightoff are 
the joint authors of Indiana, a social and economic survey (In- 
dianapolis, 1916. 261 p.). 28 A volume of documents entitled 

2 5 Reviewed ante, 3 : 543-545. 

26 Reviewed ante, 3 : 414-415. 

27 Reviewed ante, 3 : 553-554. 

28 Reviewed ante, 3 : 552-553. 
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Circuit rider days in Indiana (Indianapolis, 1916. 344 p.) 29 con- 
tains an historical introduction of ninety pages which deals with 
the early history of Methodism in Indiana; it was prepared by 
the editor, "W. W. Sweet. He has completed another work along 
similar lines entitled History of the north Indiana conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal church (Indianapolis, 1917. 363 p.) ; 30 
this volume was planned and started by the late H. N. Herrick. 
A three volume work on Courts and lawyers of Indiana has been 
prepared by L. J. Monks, Logan Esarey, and E. V. Shockley 
(Indianapolis, 1916. lxxv, 384, 527, 526 p.). A Memorial to the 
pioneer mother of Indiana has been issued in pamphlet form 
(Indianapolis, 1916. 30 p.). 

Economic and social beginnings of Michigan, by George N. 
Fuller (Lansing, Michigan, 1916. lxxii, 630 ), 31 is the first num- 
ber of the University series of the Michigan historical commis- 
sion's publications; it is a careful study of the settlement of the 
lower peninsula during the territorial period, 1805-1837. Vol- 
ume ii of this series, The public life of Zachariah Chandler, 
1851-1875, by Wilmer C. Harris, is now in press. To the other 
volumes being edited by the commission has been added a work 
on Historic Mackinac, by Edwin 0. Wood ; it will probably be a 
two volume study. The commission is planning to revise and 
bring down to date the volume authorized by the Michigan legis- 
lature in 1887 and published under the title Early history of 
Michigan with biographies of state officers, members of con- 
gress, judges, and legislators ; it will be enlarged in scope and 
printed in two volumes as Michigan biographies. Government 
of Michigan, by C. S. Larzelere (Chicago, 1916. 152 p.), 32 is a 
little volume containing a ten page sketch of Michigan history. 
Two new doctoral dissertations on Michigan history are De- 
velopment of the free school and the abolition of rate bills in the 
states of Connecticut and Michigan, by A. R. Mead (Columbia) 
and History of the Pere Marquette railroad, by P. W. Ivy 
(Michigan). An Economic history of Wisconsin during the civil 
war decade, by Frederick Merk, is expected to appear shortly; 
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so To be reviewed later, 
si To be reviewed later. 
»* Reviewed ante, 3 : 551. 



86 Arthur C. Cole m.v.h.r. 

it will be volume one of a new series of studies in Wisconsin 
and western history of the Wisconsin historical society's publi- 
cations. Mr. Merk has been for five years in the employ of that 
society. A study on The organization of political parties in 
Wisconsin is announced by J. T. Carter as a Wisconsin doctoral 
dissertation. 

MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

The Michigan historical commission is preparing to issue a 
bulletin containing the Prize essays, written by pupils in Mich- 
igan schools in the local history contest, 1915-1916. These es- 
says were submitted in a prize contest arranged by the Michigan 
Daughters of the American Revolution and the Michigan state 
federation of women's clubs, to encourage the study of local 
history in the schools of the state. The topics of the 1915-1916 
essays concern the settlement and development of the cities of 
Manistee, Three Rivers, Traverse City, and Cadillac. Other 
bulletins issued by the commission are: number 5, Names and 
places of interest on Mackinac Island, Michigan, designated and 
adopted by the Mackinac Island state park commission and the 
Michigan historical commission, by Frank A. O'Brien (86 p.); 
number 6, Nicolet day on Mackinac Island ; and number 7, Lewis 
Cass day on Mackinac Island. Two other papers should be 
mentioned: "Forgotten heroines" and "Two missionaries to 
the Indian," both by Frank A. O'Brien. 

A twenty page pamphlet, entitled Indiana local history; a 
guide to its study, has been prepared by Logan Esarey and has 
been published and circulated by Indiana university. The sen- 
ior class of 1913 of the Vevay high school has prepared a small 
booklet entitled A brief history of Switzerland county. The 
Tipton county centennial committee has issued another contain- 
ing a biography of General John Tipton together with a brief 
account of the settling of Tipton county; it was prepared by 
Ebert Allison for use in the schools. Some "Notes on centen- 
nial pageants in Indiana" may be found in the December, 1916, 
issue of the Indiana magazine of history. 

The Chicago historical society has held a number of special 
exhibits during the year including exhibits of Lincoln memen- 
toes and of early Chicago imprints. A committee of the so- 
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ciety resurveyed the archaeological remains of Cook, Dupage, 
and Will counties preparatory to the publication of A. F. 
Scharf's Indian trails and villages in the vicinity of Chicago. 
The society still maintains its propaganda to retain the original 
names of Chicago streets believing that in no better way can the 
achievements be commemorated of those in whose memory they 
were named. About ten thousand portraits of Chicago citizens 
have been filed in the society's library during the year. Mrs. 
Margaret Bangs is the author of A syllabus of twelve studies in 
Illinois history. A Souvenir of early and notable events in the 
history of the northwest territory is the title of a privately pub- 
lished pamphlet by William H. Bates (Pekin, Illinois, 1916. 31 
p.). An account of the movement in Illinois for obtaining a 
state flag or banner may be found in the July, 1916, number of 
the Journal of the Illinois state historical society. 

A committee of the Ohio history teachers ' association is gath- 
ering material for a Source book of Ohio history; the expecta- 
tion is that copy will be ready by the fall of 1917. A committee 
of the history section of the Illinois high school conference is at 
work on a similar volume of source readings on Illinois history. 

Some developments may be reported in the field of coopera- 
tion between state and local historical agencies. While some of 
the older state organizations have come to despair of being able 
to accomplish anything important along this line, the Michigan 
historical commission comes forward with youthful energy and 
enthusiasm for an elaborate system which it proposes to carry 
into practice. Under this scheme county historical societies 
properly organized, officered, and encouraged by the state or- 
ganization will be invited to cooperate in collecting manuscript 
and printed materials now widely scattered in private homes. 
Should the proposed plan work out in practice Michigan will 
be organized for local historical work more effectively than any 
state of the old northwest; it will bring clearly to the attention 
of all interested the ideals toward which the state pioneer and 
historical society and the historical commission are working and 
should quicken public sentiment to attract the attention of mem- 
bers of the legislature to the need of legislation in the interests 
of the history of the state. The commission succeeded in at- 
tracting to the forty-second annual meeting of the society a large 
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number of delegates from various counties to report on the 
work of the local organizations and to discuss ways and means 
for more efficient cooperation between Michigan historical work- 
ers. The state historical society of Wisconsin has always en- 
couraged such local auxiliary societies and has sought to culti- 
vate close relations with them; they are entitled under a state 
law to send delegates to the annual meetings and to have their 
reports of proceedings printed by the state historical society. 
The coming centennial in Illinois should stimulate developments 
along these lines; at a special meeting of the Illinois state his- 
torical society in December, 1916, a conference of representa- 
tives of local historical societies was held to encourage such 
tendencies. 
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